
 
 
 
 

The Elders and The Carter Center 
Joint Convening with Diaspora Palestinians  

November 19, 2020, via Zoom 
Summary Report 

 
On November 19, 2020, The Carter Center and The Elders jointly hosted an online consultation 
with Ȱ$ÉÁÓÐÏÒÁȱ 0ÁÌÅÓÔÉÎÉÁÎ ÃÉÖÉÌ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓ based in 
the Middle East, Europe, and the United States. This was the fifth joint convening in a series of 
similar consultations with Palestinians and Israelis. Former Algerian Foreign Minister Lakhdar 
Brahimi participated on behalf of The Elders.  
 
The session sought to explore the status of the Palestinian identity and national movement and 
the role of the diaspora and international organizations such as The Carter Center and The 
Elders in promoting peace, Palestinian human rights, and an end of occupation. 
 
Almost all of the participants rejected the idea that Palestinian identity was under threat. 
Rather, participants highlighted the disintegration of the national movement and the exclusion 
of refugees and younger Palestinians from decision-making as the most urgent problems. Along 
these lines, participants pointed to the lack of representative national leadership working to 
advance Palestinian interests. They said filling the vacuum should be a priority. At least one 
participant suggested either reinvigorating the S 11.04 Tf
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powerlessness and fragmentation. Others spoke of the need to reframe the struggle away from 
ÓÔÁÔÅÈÏÏÄ ÔÏ ȰÓÅÔÔÌÅÒ ÃÏÌÏÎÉÁÌÉÓÍȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÄÉÓÐÏÓÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÁÌÅÓtinians, seeing Israelis 
and Palestinians as intertwined and projected to live a shared future.  
 
Civil society was considered a key actor in this struggle, with nearly all participants putting the 
highest priority on countering threats to PalestiÎÉÁÎÓȭ ability to organize and advocate for their 
rights. Participants pointed to politicized efforts to equate the advancement of Palestinian 
human rights with anti-Semitism and/or terrorism in the U.S., Europe, and Israel. The 
criminalization of speech supporting Palestinian rights is prevalent across different geographies 
where Palestinians are living and organizing. The chilling effect this is having makes it very 
difficult for Palestinians in the diaspora to connect with Palestinians inside.  
 
The boycott, divestment, and sanctions 


