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have been summarized previously by various authors,1,2,17–19 docu-
menting lessons learned on expansion from onchocerciasis to con-
trol and elimination of NTDs.19–21 After the closure of APOC in
2015, the Group mobilised additional resources to meet the so-
called ‘APOC funding gap’. The Group’s goals are aligned with the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): fighting
NTDs (SDG3), leaving no one behind (SDG4), achieving gender
equality and empowering women and girls (SDG5), access to water
and sanitation (and SDG6), reducing inequality (SDG10), promoting
social inclusion (SDG16) and working in partnership (SDG17).22

Repositioning the Group for elimination
of onchocerciasis
The Group now aims to serve as an advocate for elimination of
onchocerciasis transmission to donors, stakeholders and gov-
ernments of endemic countries, and to continue to provide dir-
ect country support where it is most needed until elimination is
achieved. It continues to achieve this task by building on the
successes of the past and lessons ‘learned by doing’. The
approaches used will be based on a flexible approach to adapt
interventions to the epidemiological settings of transmission
zones. The outcome should be strengthening of all aspects of
the health system to ensure sustained elimination of transmis-
sion of the disease and inclusive care for those affected.

Leadership and governance
Elimination of onchocerciasis calls for strengthening of the cur-
rent coordination and collaboration not only at national and
international levels, but also between public and private multilat-
eral organisations. In 2016 the Group revised its terms of refer-
ence to better support the elimination agenda and to adapt to its
new role in the post-APOC era. The Group is now more open to
new members and partners, and is free to join in order to cast a
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