


there’s one characteristic that defi nes Atlanta, it’s a can-do 
spirit. Our city’s very existence owes itself to a scrappy will-
ingness to build a town out of a railroad terminus and erect 
a city on the ashes of that town. In the past century, Atlanta 
has grown up and out and reinvented itself repeatedly. 
➜ That time has come again. The metro area will con-
tinue to grow (8 million by 2040!) and change (more 
diverse than ever, see page 68) as we all get older (one 
in four Atlantans will be over sixty in 2040, compared 

to one in ten a decade ago). This means we cannot keep booming the way we have 
in the past; we have to grow and age and build smarter. ➜ In the next fi ft een pages, 
you will meet the inaugural class of Atlanta Magazine Groundbreakers—people and 
projects shaping the future of the city and tackling our future challenges. All of the 
Groundbreakers represent works in progress: smart ideas that are under way but still 
have years—in at least one case, a couple of decades—to go before their potentials 
are fully realized. That may sound idealistic, but we selected these Groundbreak-
ers out of dozens of candidates because they combine imagination with pragma-
tism. They tackle real problems like childhood obesity and HIV/AIDS. They embody 
a shift in Atlanta development, from bulldoze-and-rebuild to repurposing—whether 
turning historic rail lines into new trails or transforming vacant lots into urban farm-
steads. They’re built on foresight about our changing demographics and represent 
an investment in the arts. And yes, at least one idea is futuristic: There is a robot.

If

70Go to atlantamagazine.com/future to watch video of the Groundbreakers.
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GERM-FREE TEXTILES
According to the CDC, nearly one in 

twenty hospitalized patients will 
contract a healthcare-related infec-
tion. But Jason Locklin, an assistant 
professor of chemistry at UGA, has 
developed a technology that can 
make hospital garments, gowns, 

masks, or other potential off enders 
germ-free. The inexpensive process 
can be used on virtually any naturaES



EUE/SCREEN GEMS
FOR TURNING LAKEWOOD FAIRGROUNDS 

INTO A MOVIE-MAKING MONEYMAKER
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