
   
Date: December 11, 2000 
 
From:   WHO Collaborating Center for 
 Research, Training and Eradication of Dracunculiasis 
 
Subject:  GUINEA WORM WRAP-UP # 108 
 
To:   Addressees 
 

Detect Every Case (within 24 hours), Contain Every Worm (immediately)! 
 
The goal of the global campaign to eradicate dracunculiasis is to stop transmission of this disease in all countries outside 
Sudan by 31 December 2001. The 17,146 cases of dracunculaisis reported from these 12 countries so far in 2000 is an 
indication of how close we are to achieving that goal.  Efforts to stop transmission of dracunculiasis now will determine 
whether we achieve the goal.  Ensuring that we finish this part of the job by the end of 2001 will require obtaining the 
highest level of political support and undivided attention to all technical details.  The resources and technical know-how 
necessary to achieve the goal are available, but the urge to finish the job must become a national and international 
priority.   The end is in sight. Do your part! Onwards!! 
 
FIVE COASTAL COUNTRIES REDUCE CASES BY -66% IN OCTOBER 
 
In October, the southern West  African countries of Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire collectively reduced their 
cases of dracunculiasis by –66%, from 1,461 cases in October 1999 to 496 cases in October 2000.  The individual reductions 
for the five countries in October were –44%, -85%, -81%, -74%, and –79%, respectively.  This is especially significant since 
all five 
countries have begun or are about to begin their peak transmission season.  All who care about this campaign will be eager to 
see November’s results for these five countries. (Nigeria reports a reduction of –69% in November; Togo –67%.) The monthly 
reductions for all remaining endemic countries outside of Sudan are illustrated in Figure 1.  The cumulative reductions for all 
countries so far this year are summarized in Figure 5, and the total number of cases so far in Figure 4. 
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Table 1

Number of cases contained and number reported by month during 2000*
(Countries arranged in descending order of cases in 1999)

COUNTRY NUMBER OF CASES CONTAINED / NUMBER OF CASES REPORTED

% 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER TOTAL* CONT. 

SUDAN

511
/

1261

602
/

1029

512
/

896

563
/

1309

1951
/

6061

3302
/

8577

3396
/

7383

3864
/

8576

3443
/

9017

1817
/

3465
/ /

19961
/

47574 42

NIGERIA

709
/

1265

451
/

993

651
/

1137

368
/

755

346
/

630

324
/

449

337
/

512

321
/

493

274
/

365

228
/

283

202
/

284
/

4211
/

7166 59

GHANA

1737
/

1896

1214
/

1523

706
/

902

450
/

661

485
/

596

201
/

237

94
/

125

30
/

68

21
/

62

125
/

128
/ /

5063
/

6198 82

BURKINA FASO

7
/

12

7
/

17

19
/

36

93
/

181

231
/

341

196
/

306

53
/

236
/

123
/

10
/ / /

606
/

1262 48

NIGER

1
/

1

2
/

2

0
/

0

2
/

3

23
/

39

67
/

106

116
/

177

187
/

363

148
/

222

108
/

146
/ /

654
/

1059 62

TOGO

63
/

90

39
/

51

36
/

53

15
/

34

48
/

72

45
/

55

46
/

70

20
/

29

30
/

45

52
/

65

97
/

110
/

491
/

674 73

BENIN

40
/

53

19
/

29

10
/

17

8
/

9

0
/

0

3
/

4

3
/

3

0
/

0

7
/

7

14
/

14
/ /

104
/

136 76

COTE D'IVOIRE

25
/

26

63
/

69

15
/

42

5
/

32

6
/

17

16
/

45

12
/

12

23
/

26

8
/

8

6
/

6

4
/

5
/

183
/

288 64

MALI

5
/

5

0
/

1

0
/

0

5
/

5

5
/

13

6
/

11

14
/

28

19
/

32

32
/

73

61
/

76

23
/

29
/

170
/

273 62

UGANDA

4
/

4

2
/

2

3
/

4

11
/

11

14
/

16

10
/

10

12
/

24

8
/

15

4
/

4

4
/

5

0
/

0
/

72
/

95 76

MAURITANIA

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

1
/

1

4
/

5

3
/

8

27
/

44

2
/

26
/ / /

37
/

84 44

ETHIOPIA**

0
/

0

0
/

0

2
/

2

26
/

26

11
/

12

4
/

4

9
/

9

1
/

2

1
/

1

2
/

2

1
/

1
/

57
/

59 97

C.A.R.
 ^

0
/

13

0
/

6

0
/

1

0
/

0

0
/

1

0
/

8

0
/

4

0
/

0

0
/

0
/ / /

0
/

33 0

CAMEROON ***

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

1
/

1

0
/

0

2
/

2
/ /

3
/

3

CHAD

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0
/ / / /

0
/

0

TOTAL*

3102
/

4626

2399
/

3722

1954
/

3090

1546
/

3026

3121
/

7799

4178
/

9817

4095
/

8591

4501
/

9772

3970
/

9840

2419
/

4192

327
/

429

0
/

0

31612
/

64904 49

% CONTAINED

  * Provisional
 ** Ethiopia's only case in September was imported from Sudan.
*** Cameroon reported 1 case imported from Nigeria in August, and 2 in October.
^  So far, 3 of the 33 cases reported by Central African Republic as Guinea worm disease were confirmed to be onchoceriasis.  One case of dracunculiasis was imported from Sudan in January.

67 64 63 51 40 43 48 46 4940 58 76 #DIV/0!






